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PLAIN REASONS, &c. 


FRIENDS AND Fxrrow CITIZENS. , 


THE panne mind being much divided in the pre- 
ſent day on political ſubj ects, I think it my du- 


ty to addreſs you, and to endeavour to perſuade you, 


to adopt the plan of our great patriots and reformers, 
who are at the head of all the ſocieties called the 
Friends of the People, in Scotland, and who, conſid- 


ering the high character they bear, cannot be ſuſpect- 
ed of any ſiniſtrous deſigns againſt their country. 


You muſt know, however, that what they have 


hitherto publiſhed as their reſolutions, contains but a 


very ſmall part of the plan they have concerted in their 


' wiſdom, which they do not mean publicly to diſcloſe, 


till things are more ripened for execution, and the 
community of Scotland more compleatly enlightened 


by the communications of modern philoſophers, and 


Fr rench auxiliaries, and their zeal ſcrewed up to the 


. higheſt pitch of republican fanaticiſm, by the glorious 


objects they ſhall preſent to their view. But though 
they do not openly reveal in their publications, the 
myſtery of their deſigns, leſt the law, as it now ſtands, 
might poſſibly lay hold of them, and ſtop them in their 

atriotic career; yet it is impoſſible to miſtake them, 
bor ſuch wiſe men never could. make ſuch a buſtle a- 
bout trifles ; beſides, they make no ſecret of it in con- 
verſation, chat their intention is to follow the glorious 


„5 | ſyſtem 


1 


ſyitem of Mr Thomas Paine, and totally aboliſh the 
old conſtitution, if we can be faid to have one; ; to 


diſmiſs the King and Parliament, or rather, if the ſpir- 


it of the times ſhall authoriſe it, to put them all to 
death, for their long wicked uſurpation, and to eſtabliſh 
a common-wealth, ſuch as that of Oliver Cromwell, 
or-that of the F rench, when once it ſhall have receiv- 
ed a form. N 

You have been harraſſed, citizens, with 1 various pub- 
lications of late, many of them of ſo grave a call, chat 
you have not had patience to read them, and others lo 
abſtruſe and philoſophical, that you have not been able 
_ to underſtand them. Allow me then, who am but an 
uneducated man like yourſelves, and have had no 


means of 1 improvement, but what ] have received in 


converſation with my cuſtomers, who are many of 
them of the firſt rank for learning, as my buſineſs lies 
much in the neighbourhood of the univerſity ; but 
though uneducated, I am fully conſcious of an equa- 


lity of rights with all other men, and particularly of 
my own ſhare of common ſenſe, not the leaſt import- 


ant of thoſe rights. Allow me, then, to lay before you, 
in the plaineſt manner, thoſe reaſons, that have con- 
vinced me, (for till very lately I was a loyal ſubject) 


that the plan of our preſent reformers is rational,. 
ſound, and fraught with the greateſt bleſſings to this 


country, and therefore ought to be adopted. My 
Fir/t Reaſon for adopting the plan of the reform- 


ers, to pull down the conſtitution to its very bale, is, 
Becauſe it is old. 


I differ entirely from Mr Thad Paine when he 


aſſerts, that we have no conſtitution at all, nor ever 
had. But that gentleman has a very peculiar way of 
reaſoning of his. own, and will not allow that any 
thing exiſts, but what he has had a hand in making. 


I very much approve of his anke, and I aim at 


the 
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the ſame concluſion with him :- But I muſt lay, that, 
through the whole of Mr Thomas' wor ks, he appears 
to me only to reaſon fairly, when it is of no ute 


for him to do otherwiſe; of which what J have juſt 


mentioned ſeems a clear inſtance. For being afraid 
leſt: the people ſhould have ſhewn ſome regard to 

what had been the work of their forefathers, had he 
admitted that we ever had a conſtitution, he fell round- 


ly to work , and aſſerted that no ſuch thing ever exiſt- 
ed, that the multitude might have no ſcruple to build 


a new one, inſtead of repairing the old. 


There is a ſly diſciple of his, one Mr Dunn of 
Kirkintulloch, who has followed his example, with 
much addreſs however, for he has rather: given the 
conſtitution the flip as it were, than denied flatly. its 
exiſtence. For in a ſynodical ſermon of his from 
Rev. xxi. 5., Behold I make all things new, c., he 
paſſes by the context altogether, and conſiders his text 
as a ſeparate independent ſentence, that he may be 


at liberty to deduce from it what concluſions, and ex- 


hortations he pleaſes. By the bye, I muſt obſerve 
upon this to you, fellow citizens, that you cannot pro- 
bably find, in all Scotland, a divine more fit for our 
purpoſe, than the ſaid Mr Dunn; for he ſeems to have 
a firſt rate talent at preſſing a text into his ſervice. 


A more ſimple divine would have thought himſelf 
bound to have ſtated the connection of the text with 


the context, or preceding and following verſes, by that 
means have limited the ſenſe of the paſſage to the de- 


ſign of the inſpired author. But Mr Dunn has more 
| ſkill; for a view of the context would have led the 
people to think of the new heavens and the new earth, 


or a future ſtate of felicity, when this world ſhall be no 
more; in which caſe he could not with any propriety 
have exhorted them, as he has now done, to co-ope- 
rate with the Almighty in making the Nate new, that, 
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as he ſays moſt emphatically in his laſt page, Na- 
tions may be no longer ſacrificed to the vanity of 
| © princes, and to the rapacity of thoſe about them.” 

'The beſt means of doing which he had before point- 
ed out in p. 14th, where he lays, * That it is an un- 


N 


doubted, but a provoking truth, that the people have 


© never hitherto been able to gain any thing to the 
*<* fide of Public Liberty, without recourſe being 
had to open force, or to threatnings of it.“ Keep 
your eye upon this man, citizens, for he may be of 
great ſervice hereafter. We are to have no eſtab- 
liſhed church, it is true, but there are many im- 
portant offices he may be fit for, when we are or- 
ganized. | 

I differ in opinion, however, though with much de- 
ference, from both theſe gentlemen ; for 1 ſee no need 
we have to deny, that we have a conſtitution, and a 
very ancient one too. But I do not from thence infer, 
like them, that the people may perhaps revere the 


work of their fathers. My concluſion is much more 
natural, and I dare ſay the conſiderate multitude will 


readily come into it. We have a conſtitution, I'do 


admit, and a very ancient one it is, ſo ancient that it 


is high time it were taken down. If this were not 


the caſe, I don't ſee why we ſhould be at the expence 


and trouble of building a new one. And the way to 


know when a conſtitution is in a falling ſtate, is to ob- 


ſerve with attention, when it has completely attained 


its end; for you may be lure that, after it has arrived 
at that point of perfection, it will every day ruſh into 
decay. Now, it is the end of all government to make 
the peop'e happy ; and our government having attain- 
ed to that point of perfection, beyond which it never 
can go, you are certain that it will ſoon fall, and there- 
fore It 1 18 far better, in order to prevent its tumbling 
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about our ears, to take it down at once, and build a 
new one in its place. 

Which leads me to my ſecond reaſon, viz. The great 
prolperity of the nation. 

It is Solomon, I believe, who ſays, The proſperity 
of fools ſhall defiroy them. He might have ſaid the 
fame thing of wiſe men too: But that he did not chuſe 
to do, as he thought himſelf of the number; and if 
this maxim is true as to individuals, it is moſt cer- 
tainly ſo of ſtates and kingdoms: For you will not 
ſhew me a ſingle inſtance of any ſtate, ancient or mo- 
dern, that has not been undone by proſperity. It was 
ſo with the empire of Perſia, and with the Greeks and 
Romans, in ancient times. It has been the caſe like- 
| wiſe with Venice and Genoa. It is likely to be fo 
with Holland. It muſt have been the caſe with France 


too, had not their philoſophers prevented the evil, by 


timeouſly demoliſhing their old government, and build- 
ing a new one in its place. And now they are enjoy- 
ing all the advantages of a riſing ſtate, in rapine and 
bloodſhed and maſſacres, in the deſtruction of com- 
merce and the arts, and in bringing up, from the loweſt 
ranks, men of virtues and talents fit for ſuch ſcenes, 
and in putting to death, or driving into exile, all or 
moſt of their great men of landed property, that they 
may enrich themſelves by their ſpoils. Let us follow 
their example, and we ſhall no longer be the envy of 
other nations, who are on the point of leaguing a- 
gainſt us, as they did during the American war, in re- 
venge for our great ſuccels in the preceding war, con- 
ducted by the great Mr Pitt. If we are wiſe enough 
to take this courſe, we ſhall, after a long and obſtinate 
civil war, (for Thave no idea that our ariſtocrats will 
run away as the French nobles did), and after having 
had the benefit of famine and peſtilence perhaps, we 
ſhall have leiſure and ability to form a very fine re- 


public. 
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public. For it is well own, that civil war may juſt- 
ly be called the hot-bed of genius. Which brings 
me to 

A third reaſon for aCopring the plan of citizen Pre- 
ſident Col. D., which is, That our old conſtitution Has 
been too favourable to population. 

This reaſon you ſee is connected with the les 
one: For national proſperity has a tendency to en- 


creaſe population. This may do for a while, but 


when carried to exceſs, it undoes itſelf, and muſt be 

checked. For an encreaſed population encreaſes the 
price of labour, by raiſing the value of proviſions, and 
then the merchant and manufacturer muſt be loſers, 
while in the mean time the poor cannot live. This 
evil you muſt have ſeen very faſt approaching; and 
if that devil of a financier Wm. Pitt is not ſtopped in his 
mad career, by a war with the French, or by an in- 
ſurrection at home, which would be muck better, he 
will pay off one half of the national debt ere it is 
long, and reduce the taxes, that affect the poor, ſo 
low, that not only an inundation of foreign emigrants 
will be induced to reſide among us; but our own 
working poor will breed at ſuch a rate, that they will 
be obliged to expoſe their new-born children at night 
on the dung-hills, for food to the hogs, as they now 


do in China, and formerly did in Greece and Afia 


Minor. 

Let us give check to our population in time by a 
civil war, and by driving away from the country all 
but democrats and levellers, who know well how to 
Preſerve a. juſt halance between national proſperity 


and adverſity, and to keep up a tumultuous govern- 


ment, which is favourable to a thin population, and 
then every -man may. have an eſtate of five or fix 
leagues ſquare perhaps, to himſelt and family, and not 
be encroached on, or troubled with neighbours. 
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My fourth reaſon is; That the new „Olen will in 
Ur oduce a happy equality. 
Sg This was che original ſtate of mankind, and it was 
| fa and corruption alone that produced inequality. 1 
don't mean equality of rights only; tor that we alrea- 
dy enjoy. To fay truth, the laws ſeem in this coun- 
try to have been made equally for the poor and for 
the rich: For they grant protection, and diſpenſe pu- 
niſhment to both alike. But I mean equality of - 
rank, of riches, and of power. For, ſince God has 
made all men originally free and equal, and given 
= them the earth in common for their habitation, I lee 
no good reaſon, why one man ſhould have * 
miles ſquare, and I not a ſingle acre. 
At firit, I confeſs, I was a little ſtaggered at this pro- 
poſed equality, becaule I had lome inclination to leave 
the fruits of my labour to my children; but ſince 1 
have read and conſidered Thomas Paine's works, I am 
quite cured of my ſcruples : For he has clearly pro- 
ved that poſterity can be no way bound by the laws 
of their forefathers, but have undoubted right, in all 
1 caſes, to judge and act for themſelves, and to make 
1 new rules and laws, without the leaſt regard to moul- 
dy records. That being the cafe, I have laid aſide all 
regard for my polterity, lince, in forming the new go- 
vernment, they are not to have the inalleſt regard for 
me. It. is time, indeed, that a reſpect for parents and 
nceſtry, and a love for children and deſcendents, 
Thould b be laid aſide with other prejudices. . S 
In my haſte, too, I was afraid that the new ſyſtem | 
of equality, might prove a diſcouragement to agricul- 
ture, maui and trade. For there can be 
very little ule for toiling in the fields in bad weather, 
or of working early and late in clofe unwholeſome 
workſhops, or of running into great perils upon, the 
ocean, if I cannot thereby make myſelf of more conſi- 


deration, 


A 


deration, or richer, than my neighbours who chufe to 


be idle; nor leave to my ſon the fruits of my induſ- 
try, who, according to the new plan, could not be the 


better for it, if I did. But, on conſidering the matter a 
little deeper, and diving into the deſigns of our worthy 
Preſident of the ſociety of the friends of the people, 
and his ſage Vice, I now am convinced that their de- 
ſign is to put an end to all commerce and to all the 


arts, and to bring us back to the primitive ſtate of ſim- 


plicity and virtue, in which our predeceſſors were in 
this iſland ſome thouſands of years ago, when every 


man was his own taylor and ſhoemaker, and weaver 


and butcher, and carpenter and maſon, and baker and 
brewer, not to ſay barber and hair-dreſſer alſo. For, 
though they muſt always have had beards and hair, 
(though not periwigs), yet I ſuppoſe that in the times 


I allude to, they gave themſelves very little trouble a- | 


bout them. For as all men are to be perfectly equal, 
and as no man can have any inducement to work a- 


ny more than is abſolutely neceſſary for his own ſub- 


ſiſtence, upon his own little eſtate of ſix or eight a- 
cres of land, (for there is to be a fair diviſion of land 
after the civil war is over, among all thoſe who ſur- 


vive it) I do not ſee how it will be poſſible to preſerve 


handicrafts or manufactures, unleſs we kidnap a ſuf- 
ficient number of ſlaves from Africa, which God for- 
bid ! or take them in battle, to work up our raw ma- 
terials, as was the caſe in Athens and Rome, and ma- 


ny ancient republics, as I am told by the ſtudents my 
_employers; where all the citizens were a kind of 


idle gentlemen, who did nothing but walk about, and 
diſpute on politics, and where the ſlaves outnumbered 
them by twenty to one. For, with perfect equality, 
and a reduced population, and of conſequence” no na- 
tional proipefity; ? I do not ſee that any _ elſe can 


I befal us. 


And 


3 
And J rejoice in the proſpect of it; for it will be 
a new golden age, when, with one or two hundred 
thouſand people, inſtead of eight or ten millions, we 
{ſhall live upon our own eitates, independent of one 
another; we ſhall enjoy the fruits of the field and the 
dairy, without any of the luxuries, that heat the blood 
and corrupt the manners; and, being as poor as our 
remote anceſtors, ſhall continue for many centuries, 
as virtuous and happy as they were. 

his, I mult obſerve, cuts off a great deal of Tho- 
mas Paine's ſyſtem, which he has laboured in his ſe- 
cond part with much expence oi thought and calcula- 
tion. He there has laid down a plan for diſpoſing of 
the national funds, firſt, paying the intereſt of the 
national debt; (for which I can ſee no good reaſon, 
but to flatter the public creditors into non-reſiſtance) 
and ſecondly, to defray the expences of government. 
After which there is an overplus of no leſs than four 
millions per annum, which he propoſes to divide a- 
mong the poor, chat they may be no longer harraſſed 
with labour. I was at firſt a little ſurpriſed at this ar- 
ticle, as I ſuppoſed he would have thought of aboliſh- 
ing the greater part of the taxes, as there ſeemed to 
be no need of keeping them up, as a fund for reward- 
ing the conquerors of the conſtitution, as there will be 
enough of forfeited lands for that pur poſe. But it muſt 
have been his compaſſionate heart, and tender feelings. 
ſo remarkably diſplayed in his foeech about the trial of 
Lewis the XVI. that has dictated this part of his plan. 
For it is impoſſible to ſuſpe& a perſon of ſuch probi- 
ty, of throwing out a lure to the loweſt order, which is 
far the moſt numerous, that they may be the more 
ready to lend their aid in the great work of diſorgan- 
izing the ſtate, for they are not nn to be very 

Zood at building up again. | 1 
| But 
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But I apprehend, with great 2 however, 


that in this point the great mender of conſtitutions 
has been millaken, and has had no clear view of the 
ultimate coniequences of his own ſyſtem. For I am 
certain, that it this is properly followed out, that there 
will be no poor in the republic. How can there be 


any indeed, when ſuch a thin population muſt enſue; 


and when there is to be an equal diviſion of lands? 
I have his own teſtimony for this, though he has not 
adverted to it, for he admits that the poor- rates were 


Srſt introduced in the reign of Henry the VIII. when 


trade and manufactures were in their infancy, and 
ben taxes were very low, and that both have been 


en-realing ever ſince, with the growing wealth, popu- 


lation, and proſperity of the nation. But I have clear- 


ly proved tlie uſeleſſneſs of this part of his plan, in 


my former reaſoning ; for if we have neither proſpe- 


rity nor population, there can be nothing to-be taxed, 


and when all men are equal, there cannot exiſt a ingle 
pauper in the iſland. 


b reaſon is, that the new ſyſtem will entirely 
remove the vell that is on mens minds, that 1s, all thoſe 
prejudices, moral and religious, by which mankind 
have been blinded and hampered for ſo many centu- 
mes. 


knocking off all the fetters of the human mind, leads 
us, without the imputation of being too ſanguine, to 


The effects the revolution has had 3 in France, in 


hope for the ſame happy conſequences here. The 


Rev. Mr Dunn has taught us, that no good is to be 


expected to come to the people without force, and the 


democrats of France have proved by their example, 
that force cannot be exerted with ſucceſs, if any ſcru- 
ples remain in the mind. Now it is perfectly well 


known, that a belief in God, or in a ſuperintending 
Providence, which in weak winde is connected with 
FE an 


n 


an idea of accountableneſs, is in great danger of ren- 


dering men timid and ſcrupulous, and altogether unfit 


for great undertakings. It has ſometimes been thought 
too, that independent of any principles of belief in 
God, there was a certain rule of right and wrong, en- 
graved on the heart of man, without adverting to 
which, in the courſe of his actions, it was impoſſible 
for him even to ſleep in tranquillity, But this is now 
wholly exploded ; and the new ſyltem has eſtabliſhed 
it, that man was born only for himſelf; and that 
whenever we clearly ſee the road to wealth or domi- 
nion before us, though it ſhould he through the moit 


- horrid treacheries and crimes, we have nothing to do, 


but to be loud in our profeſſions of regard for Ii iberty 
and the rights of man, and that pretence will varniſh 
over our moſt atrocious deeds, quiet our own con- 
Tciences, and even obtain a place for us in the Pariſian 
temple of Fame, 

Down from the days cf Cataline, to thoſe of Pe- 
tion and Roberſpierre, whether they have been ſuc- 
ceſsful or unſucceſsful, this has been the creed of all 
conſpirators ; without it, no. revolution, that requires 
force, can with any hopes be carried on. | 

As for the prejudice in favour of revealed religion, 
that falls of courſe, along with the ruins of natural re- 
ligion. Since it has given way in France, where it 
was fo well guarded by wealth and power, and pom- 
pous ceremonies, and all the myſteries of ſuperſtition 
which overpower the mind, there cannot be the leaſt 
doubt of its final cvertiuies here, where the eſtabliſh- 
ed religion approaches ſo much nearer the religion of 
nature, and muſt conſequently tall when that 1s under- 
mined. 

It is very needleſs for me, fellow citizens, to trou- 
ble you with pointing out the great bleſſings that will 
attend this downfal of all prejudices. You have of- 
2 ten 


., 


ten felt the great inconveniencies that attend the ob- 
ſervation of the Ten Commandments, or rather of the 
fear that accompanies the non-oblervance of them a for 
I can hardly ſuppole that any of you are ſo ſilly, as to 
let them ſtand in the way of any important intereſt, 


But it is much better to be clear of them altogether, 


if it were no more than on account of that i impertinent 
Sunday, that comes round ſo often, to interrupt ſo 
much productive labour, and ſo many ſchemes of pro- 
fit or pleaſure. It is very true, that religious fanc- 
tions were held to be neceſſary for keeping the lower 
orders of men in ae, and perhaps with ſo feeble an 
executive power, and ſuch mild laws as Britain has 


' hitherto had, it might be true. But when once the 


republic is eſtabliſhed, and when the Majeſty of the 
people bears the ſword, you may depend upon it, 
there will be no need of any other ſanctions, than 


ſcourges and gibbets, and daggers and lamp-poſts ; and- 


then the fear of the magiſtrate will ſuperſede all other 
ſanctions, for a true republican has no mercy. 
Tis great pity, that in the overthrow of religion in 


this country, there can no fund ariſe from the ſpoils 


of the clergy, which has been ſo great in France; for 


our church having no patrimony, and the ſtipends be- 
ing allocations out of the tithes, the reſpective land-. 
holders will claim them as their own. In the mean- 

time, the country churches will make tolerable barns 

for the neighbouring lairds, and thoſe in towns and ci- 
ties with a little repair, will be excellent theatres or 
circuſes, for the entertainment of the populace on Sun- 
days, inſtead of the drowſy and unprofitable ufes they 
are put to at preſent. I come to 


My fixth and laſt reaſon, which is, that in adopting 
the plan of citizen Preſident Col. D. and his aſſociates, . 


we {hall fulfil the prophecies of many lagacious ſeers, 


Who 


( 13 ) 


who for theſe forty or fifty years paſt, „ bonn pre- | 


dicting thele great events. 
That it might be fulfilled, is a frequent introduction 


to the account of an event formerly predicted, to be 


found in an ancient book, that T promiſe you, I ſhall 
never quote more. Early in this century a famous 


Dean, under an apprehenſion from the manners of the. 


times, that our religion was in danger, wrote a very 
ingenious argument againſt aboliſhing Chriftianity at 
that period. And I have heard from a perion who 
was afterwards very intimate with him in Dublin, 
that he was vain enough to believe, that his ellay had 
| retarded the fall of that religion. But he was wiſta. 
ken; the time was not yet come, that was foretold by 


the prophets, nay more, the moſt ſublime and enligh- 


tened prophets had not iſſued their predictions. But 
the time is now come, and what theſe holy men have 
written, or ſaid, muſt be fulfilled. | 

This happy period of ſociety, this philoſophical mil. 
lenium of light, liberty and peace, was darkly hinted 
at near a century ago, when the light of unbelief firſt 


dawned upon this favoured iſle by Shafteſbury, 'To- 
land, and Tindal, and many other minor prophets ; but 


as the day of liberty and light drew near, it was more 
explicitly revealed by Voltaire, Rouſſeau, and Ray- 
nal, and a dark cloud of witneſſes in England, all 
of whom either predicted the events, or prepared the 
minds of men for the reception of them. Not to men- 


tion ſome ſons of the prophets at home, who, it is not 


unlikely, may live to ſee the promiſed land. 

They have all concurred in this one encouraging 
idea, that the minds of men, meaning the multitude, 

no doubt, one in ten of whom can read, were ſo much 

enlightened and enlarged by means of the liberty of 


the you, and the circulation of news-papers and poli- 


tica n the true fountains of all uſeful ſcience, 
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that they were ripe for ſome great revolution in reli- 
gion and government. The prophecy has been ful- 
filled in France, where they have aboliſhed Chriſti- 
anity in every form, and are looking out for a new re- 
ligion, having ſent ambaſſadors to ſearch for one en- 
tirely new, into the heart of Africa, and among the 
iſlands of the oriental Indian ſea. They, at the ſame 
time, have utterly extirpated all government, and are 
trying whether or not anarchy and miſrule, or leaving 
every man to do what ſeems good in his own eyes, 
may not bring about domeſtic peace and proſperity ; 
while they are making war upon all their neighbour- 
ing nations, to convince them that they have nothing 
ſo much at heart, as their tranquillity and happineſs. 
Let us follow their glorious example, that what the 
rophets have fpoken and written may be fulfilled, and 
„like them, we may no longer have for our ſaints, 
4 atthew and Luke, John, Peter, and Paul, but Vol- 
taire@nd Rouſſeau, Tindal, Collins and Bolingbroke. 
Hallelujah! 

Fellow Citizens, let me pray you, not to think 
harſhly of me, for the freedom of my pen. If you are 
but half enlightened, you will be apt to do ſo. Till I 

conver ſed with Democrates, and read the true philoſo- 
phy of the human mind, as it is written in the books of 
Paine, and other ſubordinate authors, I was as narrow 
minded and ſcrupulous as you are; but praiſe be to 
divine philoiophy, I now feel my foul newly organiz- 
ed in every part, and there is no function that could 
be required of me in proſecution of the great deſign, 
planned out by the wiſdom of renovated man, the only 
Providence that I. ore, that I would not bur 

erform. 

I could add a great many othis plain reaſons for a- 
dopting the new ſyſtem, and for organizing it with all 
convenient ſpeed; but I have ſaid enough to convince 
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all unprejudiced citizens, whoſe minds are open to 


truth; and on the reſt no impreſſion could be made, 


had L the pen of ever ſo able and ready a writer. 
It is full time, fellow citizens, and citizen preſident 
Col. D., that I ſhould conclude this addreſs ; but ere 
I have done, let me whiſper a word of advice in your 
ears, for I am not quite ſatished with ſome part of 
your procedure. 

Although the new paper, the Edinburgh Gazetteer, 
has in general my hearty approbation, and is compol- 
ed with that honeſt indignation at abuſes, and that in- 

genuous regard to truth, and that nice atention to the 
dictates of probity, which become the triple character 
of a ſoldier, a divine, and a lawyer, which I hear is the 
firm of the houſe, yet I muſt be allowed to ſay, that 
in ſome caſes the author ſhould think a little, and 
conſult ſome experienced friend, before he publiſhes. 
The liſt of penſioners, for inſtance, which was aimed 
as a ſtaggering blow, againit the ſecretary of ſtate for 
the home department, I am much afraid has done 
him more good than harm, and has recoiled upon 
yourſelves. The public expectation was fadly diſap- 
ointed by it, and its cenſorious tongue almoſt — 
Nlenced. Defdes, that malice loſes its effect when it 
is ſo open and barefaced : what you hear as ſatire, 
turned out panegyric. There is not a ſingle Dundas 
on the liſt, hardly even a diſtant relation of the family. 
The ſum is very moderate, the number ſmall, very 
few or none exceptionable, and thoſe I have reaſon 
to believe, are not of his procuring. 
Truly, citizen Captain, this was giving the enemy 
great advantage, which in ſoldierſhip, you know, is 
no ſmall fault. I might ſay the ſame thing of your 
attack upon Sir James Stirling, but as that was an 
affair * leſs conſequence, being only the robbing of 
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an hoſpital, which intereſts nobody, it is not unlikely 
that many might read the attack, who would never ice 
the defence. 

With refpect to the ſaid Mr S W as 
yon now know where I am to be found, I deſire F 
may be conſulted, whenever you mean to publith any 
thing againſt him, or wiſh to incite the boys and 
black-guards to burn him in effigy, for I can inſtructs 
with reſpect to his demerit, much better than any of 
Fou can do. Learn only this from me, in the mean 
time, that, if you run a man down for his good qua- 
lities, you mult lofe your aim, as you did when you 
made them believe that he was going to raile the price 
of meal. Now it is well known that hard-heartedneſs 
to the poor, or want of generolity, is none of his faults. 
But no more of this at preſent : you ſhall hear hom 

me again, when effigy-burning ſeaſon draws near. 

2 As I am on this ſubje& of popularity, let me ex- 

_ preſs my ſurpriſe, that our Colonels and Captains can 
tuffer their names to remam on the half pay liſt of the 
tyrant. It is degrading to them, and lefſens their in- 
tereſt in the ſocieties. A ſelf.denving ordinance has 
never failed to delude mankind. Beſides you know, 
vou will be well repaid in the approaching per.od, 

when philoſophy ſhall reign over the earth, and ſpread 
peace and brotherly love among all nations; which 
you lee has commenced ſo ſucceſsfully, in the domi- 
nation of the French republic. 

This brings to my mind, that I have an obſervation 
to make, for which our brave citizen Colonel and 
Preſident muſt forgive me. But was it not raſh in 
him, or in his fage Vice Mr Muir, in a late reſolu- 
uon of the convention of delegates, at the moment 
he was ſo loudly diſdaining any thing but peaceable 
intentions, to uſe that inflammatory expreſſion. The 
1 * periecuting 
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„ perſecuting hand of power?“ It is not only raſh but 
untrue, for hitherto there has been no perſecuting 
hand of power in this country. If there is any thing 
that perlecutes, it muſt be the law, for the judge has 
no dilcretionary power. In the new government L 
truſt it will be otherwiſe; for there are many miſ- 
creants (innumerable, indeed, as appears by the late 
aſſociation at Gold{miths'-hall,) who muſt ſuffer, 
though there ſhould be no law againſt them, 

I have one more admonition to give you, citizen 
Captain, or whoever it was who ſ:t on my unfor- 
tunate brethren the hair-dreſſers, and inſtructed them 
how to converſe with the ſoldiers on guard at the 
Caſtle. Whoever did it, it was but weakly, done, 
for there were better means, But I ſuppoſe none of 
you are much verſant in the ancent hiſtory of Syria. 
Had Mr Dunn been at hand, (and why was he not? 
or ſuch as he to aſſiſt in your divan) he could have 
given you much abler directions. Balaam would not 
curſe the children of Iſrael, but he fell upon a much 
more effectual ſtratagem. And I know, that there is 
no lack of fair Moabiteſſes in this city, whom my 


unfortunate brethern dreſs gratis, as it were, three or 


four times a week. Through them lay the true road 
to ſeduction for the ſoldiers, and mayhap, for their 
ſuperiors too. Mark this, citizens, in cad another 
opportuni y ſhou'd occur, 

And now, citizen Ex- preſident, Mr Hugh Bell, one 
word with you before I have done. I have always 
| underſtood you to be a very honeſt man, and a great 

patriot. Bat I hear you have become a little unſtable, 
and are . diſclaiming hoſtile intentions to the old con- 
ſtitution. Walk off Mr Hugh, for we don't want 
ſuch weathercocks as you. I ſuſpect however that 
the enemy won't recive yon, for ſome of them are 
old enough to remember, what I have been told hap- 
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pened hiny years ago. At that time, your beer had 
the vogue, and was in high demand at home and 
abroad, in the Faſt and Welt Indies, and all over the 
world. At that period, Bell's beer was even more greed- 
ily ſwallowed by all ranks, than his political doctrines 
have been of late. All at once, however, it was ſaid to 
fall off, to be too ſtale or acid for moſt ſtomachs, and 
ſo grew quite out of repute. The fact was undoubt- 
| edly true, as to that particular kind of beer (you had 
another fort that ſold well), but nobody cduld tell the 
reaſon of it. It has been whiſper'd to me, however, 
that, though an excellent brewer, you bad not then 
learned how to ft top the fermentation in time. I hope 
you are now more expert, Mr Hugh, and know per- 
feckly, how to ſtop the ferment you have raiſed in 
the minds of the people ;-for, according to an ancient 
ſaying, f _ brew well youll drink the better,” n 
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